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Introduction 


The Field and Its Development 


The study of comparative education has a historical tradition of more than 
2 centuries, but comparative education as a significant field of study dates 
from the post-World War II period. It has grown from an ancillary interest of 
a few educators with international concerns to an academic field of study 
represented by several journals, departments, and chairs at universities 
throughout the world and a considerable “invisible college” of scholars and 
practitioners who communicate with each other. Comparative education has 
become a respected speciality within educational studies. Comparative 
perspectives increasingly inform educational policy in many countries. There 
has been a growing concern with comparative educational statistics and with 
achievement levels, and policymakers have considered comparative research 
as an element in formulating educational and social policy. Comparative and 
international education has, within the lifetimes of many of its senior scholars, 
become a field of study of significant scope and influence. 

The field reflects many strands and interests. Indeed, when the Compara- 
tive Education Society changed its name to the Comparative and International 
Education Society (CIES) in 1969, it was a recognition of the many facets of 
the field. In a sense, the field represents several intersecting circles of activity. 
The scholars—those who write for the Comparative Education Review (CER) 
and other journals—have, for the most part, shaped the intellectual direction 
of the field. They view themselves, and are viewed by others, as specialists 
in comparative education. This circle overlaps with another, made up of 
practitioners and researchers working in agencies such as Unesco and the 
World Bank. This group uses comparative research, produces an increasing 
volume of research, and has a considerable impact on the direction of the field 
since it can shape research foci through control of funding. Another, less 
central, circle consists of academics, students, policymakers, and others who 
make occasional contributions to and use of comparative education. While 
members of the last two circles may not identify themselves as comparative 
educators, like Moliére’s Monsieur Jourdain who spoke prose for 40 years 
without knowing it, they may have been “doing” comparative education 
unbeknownst even to themselves. 


The field is increasingly international in scope and participation. In the 
immediate postwar period, most of comparative education research took place 
in the United States and Britain. Canada and Australia quickly became active 
in the field, with additional interest growing in western Europe. In the past 2 
decades, there has been a remarkable expansion of the field worldwide. For 
example, the World Council of Comparative Education Societies now consists 
of 19 member organizations. Comparative education communities in Israel, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, China, Brazil, and Korea are active and energetic 
and are beginning to contribute significantly to the literature. 


Comparative education is diverse in terms of its methodologies, paradigms, 
and ideologies. It is possible to discern, over the past decades, trends in 
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methodological approaches in the Comparative Education Review and in other 
journals. We do not have the space here to chronicle these trends and shifts, 
but certainly the field has become more diverse in the recent past, with 
different paradigms and approaches existing side by side. To some extent, this 
is an artifact of the growing size and internationalization of the field and also, 
perhaps, of a lack of consensus among comparative educators concerning 
research and analysis. For the most part, we judge this diversification to be a 
positive development in the field. 

While scholarship in comparative and international education has 
developed impressively, its institutional base has not seen steady growth. 
Although the subject is studied in universities throughout the world and 
comparative research is used by educators and policymakers, key universities 
in the United States (such as the University of Chicago and Teachers College, 
Columbia University) have failed to provide consistent support for compara- 
tive education, and their once considerable programs have dwindled. In 
contrast, Stanford University, Harvard University, and the University of 
California, Los Angeles, continue their strength in the field, and a number of 
universities have agressively broadened their offerings in comparative educa- 
tion. These include the State University of New York (SUNY) at Buffalo and 
SUNY at Albany, Florida State University, the University of Massachusetts, 
the University of Pittsburgh, and a few others. Overseas, British comparative 
education has suffered from the cuts to higher education in recent years, and 
several key retirements in France have implied some lessening of the field’s 
visibility. 

Comparative education, despite its impressive scholarship and growth, 
remains very much a peripheral field in the broader world of educational 
studies. There have also been changes in funding patterns, both by universities 
and by external agencies such as the Ford Foundation, that have weakened the 
field. At present, agencies like the World Bank, Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), and Unesco, which have a strong 
interest in comparative and international education, provide support for some 
comparative education research but have no impact on the institutional 
viability of the field. 


The Comparative Education Review 


The Comparative Education Review, perhaps more than any other entity, 
reflects the growth and intellectual direction of the field. George Z. F. Bereday 
was the Review’s first editor. The inaugural issue, labeled as “the official 
organ of the Comparative Education Society,” was published from Teachers 
College, Columbia University, in June 1957. The annual subscription price 
for three issues was set at $1, which included membership in the society. The 
entire volume | totaled 72 pages. 

Welcoming the infant journal, the late W. W. Brickman, then president of 
the Comparative Education Society, prophesied that “professors, students and 
others who work in [comparative education] will now have a regular, sys- 
tematic publication containing up-to-date information and interpretative 
analysis of education developmenis and problems all over the world.” An 
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unbroken succession of 105 issues of the journal since that first appearance 
has proved him right. 

Under Bereday’s energetic editorship, the journal steadily broadened its 
readership and coverage. The Soviet Union appeared to be challenging the 
world, and Bereday frequently featured aspects of Soviet education. In the 10 
years of Bereday’s tenure, however, there were few areas of the world or 
problems of education not covered. His last volume (no. 10) presented no less 
than 550 pages of wide-ranging material, offered to the reader in 41 articles, 
29 book reviews, a regular section, “Recent Events in World Education,” and 
a “Films Noted” section. 


In 1967, Harold J. Noah, also at Teachers College, Columbia University, 
succeeded Bereday in the editorship. He introduced substantial changes in 
format, bringing the journal essentially to its present physical appearance. 
From then on the journal followed University of Chicago Press style. A 
number of sections were added, notably, “Communications,” “Doctoral Dis- 
sertations in Progress,” “Current Bibliography of Periodical Articles,” and 
“Books Received.” Without slighting the more traditional forms of compara- 
tive education, the Review saw an increase in the number of articles viewing 
education comparatively using the tools and approaches of sociology, 
economics, or political science and relying more on statistical analysis. In 
addition, reports of the work of the International Association for the Evalua- 
tion of Educational Achievement (IEA) began to appear in the pages of the 
Review. 

Andreas M. Kazamias of the University of Wisconsin—Madison, the next 
editor, brought out his first issue in October 1971, dressing up the journal in 
its now-familiar deep red cover. Kazamias continued to build the Review in 
both depth and breadth of coverage. Anthropological approaches began to 
appear among the contributions. Africa, China, and Israel displaced the Soviet 
Union in frequency of treatment. The Review’s record of publication estab- 
lished it firmly as a major intellectual contributor to education studies. 


Philip G. Altbach at the State University of New York at Buffalo began his 
10-year stint as editor with the February 1979 issue. He assembled a substan- 
tial editorial team, which offered as its guiding editorial principle the belief 
that “the journal . . . should be a forum for the expression of diverse—even 
conflicting—viewpoints. Articles from a range of disciplines, ideologies and 
topical perspectives are encouraged. The criteria for selection are quality and 
relevance alone.” Altbach expanded the journal from three to four issues per 
year, regularized and expanded the bibliography, and, for the first time, 
published several successful books based on Review issues. Particularly 
noteworthy in this regard is New Approaches to Comparative Education, 
published by the University of Chicago Press in 1986 and now widely used 
as a textbook in the field. It has also been translated into Spanish and Chinese. 

Until 1978, the Review had been published by the Comparative and Inter- 
national Educatic. Society using a printer selected by the editor and having 
all the detailed editorial work done “in house” at the editor’s own institution. 
But in 1978, Philip Foster (who was about to become editor in succession to 
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Kazamias, before he [Foster] went to a deanship in Australia) arranged to 
transfer publication to the University of Chicago Press. This turned out to be 
a most beneficial change, greatly lightening the burden of work on the editor’s 
office and signaling tangible recognition of the scholarly stature of the Review. 

The fifth and current editor is Erwin H. Epstein of the University of 
Missouri at Rolla, who published his first issue in February 1989. Like his 
predecessors, he is placing his distinctive mark on the journal with a “Media 
Review” section devoted to documentary material from abroad, media, and 
reviews of computer-based processes, programs, and databases. He is also 
responsible for the reintroduction of a “Survey of World Events” section, 
further expansion of the bibliography, the regular inclusion of an essay review, 
and an annual special edition focusing on a particular topic or region of the 
world. 

In this entire history, spanning 33 years, the Review has not only been a 
mainstay of the CIES, but its contents have also both traced the fortunes and 
helped to shape the direction of comparative and international education in 
the United States and, to some extent, abroad. 


A Cumulative Index 


This index provides comprehensive coverage of the contents of the CER 
from its beginning in 1957 to the end of 1989 (i.e., vols. 1-33). Nine hundred 
and foriy-seven articles are included (we have not included bibliographies and 
short notes in this index). A cumulative index serves many purposes. Its most 
important use is as a practical guide to the field, as it will help the reader locate 
articles published in the CER by author, topic, and country. The user can thus 
enjoy much easier ac_ess to one of the world’s substantial stores of informa- 
tion, analysis, and data concerning education in a comparative perspective. 
The index also makes it possible to trace the development of the field over 
time. It will assist in identifying continuing coverage of a topic, and it will 
permit an overview of educational developments in the countries that have 
been considered in CER articles over the years. 

The organization of the index is straightforward. The main listing is by 
author in alphabetical order. Each of these listings is numbered, and the other 
cross-reference indexes refer to these numbers. We have also provided cross- 
reference listings by topic and by geographical region. These cross-reference 
listings indicate relevant articles by the numbers in the alphabetical author 
list. Finally, we have provided a listing of multiple authors by number. 


We have not included book reviews, book notes, bibliographies, editorials, 
and organizational notices in this cumulative index. 
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